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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-2 0 are currently presented and have been examined. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122 (b) , by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

Claims 1-3 and 6-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by US Patent 6 321 242 to Fogg et al . 

Regarding claim 1, Fogg discloses a method for preserving 
hyperlinks , comprising : 

registering a hyperlink stored on a first computer 
(referred to throughout the reference as "feeding site") with a 
second computer hosting a data file associated with said 
hyperlink ("receiving site") ; (Figure 3A; column 4, lines 38-45; 
column 4, line 59-column 5, line 20) and 

notifying said first computer of a change in said data file 
associated with said hyperlink ("document" associated with 
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hyperlink of "receiver URL" or "old URL"). . (Figure 4; column 5, 
lines 20-47, specifically lines 22-30 and 43-47) 

Regarding claim 2, Fogg discloses the method of claim 1, 
wherein registering a hyperlink stored on a first computer 
comprises: 

identifying said data file associated with said hyperlink 
("receiver URL") (column 5, line 59-column 6, line 20, 
specifically column 5, lines 3-9 and 11-13) ; and 

identifying an e-mail address for notifying via e-mail 
changes to said data file, (column 6, lines 14-41, specifically 
19-21) 

Regarding claim 3, Fogg discloses the method of claim 2, 
further comprising saving said data file identification in a 
user database ("re-linker database") . (column 5, line 59-column 
6, line 20, specifically column 5, lines 14-15) 

Regarding claim 6, Fogg discloses the method of claim 1, 
wherein notifying said first computer of a change in said data 
file associated with said hyperlink comprises e-mailing a 
notification of said data file change to said first computer, 
(column 4, lines 51-54; column 6, lines 14-41) 

Regarding claim 7, Fogg discloses the method of claim 1, 
wherein notifying said first computer of a change in said data 
file associated with said hyperlink comprises notifying an 
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individual in charge of maintaining said hyperlink of said 
change in said data file, (column 4, lines 51-54; column 6, 
lines 14-41) 

Regarding claim 8, Fogg discloses a method for preserving 
Internet or intranet communications, comprising: 

storing a hyperlink for linking to at least one data file 
stored on a host computer; registering said hyperlink with said 
host computer; (Figure 3A; column 4, lines 38-45; column 4, line 
59-column 5, line 20) and 

notifying a party responsible for maintenance of said 
hyperlink of any changes in said at least one data file that 
affect the integrity of said hyperlink, (column 4, lines 51-54; 
column 5, lines 20-47, specifically lines 22-30 and 43-47; 
column 6, lines 14-41) 

Regarding claim 9, Fogg discloses the method of claim 8, 
further comprising, storing a set of registration data in a user 
database ("re^linker database"); (column 5, line 59-column 6, 
line 20, specifically column 5, lines 14-15) . 

Regarding claim 10, Fogg discloses the method of claim 9, 
wherein storing a set of registration data in a user database 
comprises storing a set of registration data in a user database 
accessible to said host computer (''re-linker database) . (column 



Application/Control Number: 10/035,359 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2143 

5, line 59-column 6, line 20, specifically column 5, lines 14- 
15) 

Regarding claim 11, Fogg discloses the method of claim 9, 
wherein storing a set of registration data in a user database 
comprises storing a set of registration data selected from the 
group consisting of uniform resource locators, e-mail addresses, 
hyperlinks, and data file names, (column 5, line 59-column 6, 
line 20, specifically column 5, lines 14-15) 

Regarding claim 12, Fogg discloses the method of claim 8, • 
wherein said storing a hyperlink comprises, storing a hyperlink 
on a first computer, (column 4, line 2 9-31) 

Regarding claim 13, Fogg discloses the method of claim 8, 
wherein registering said hyperlink with said host computer 
comprises initiating said registration by said host computer, 
(column 4, lines 38-45) 

Regarding claim 14, Fogg discloses the method of claim 8, 
wherein registering said hyperlink with said host computer 
comprises : 

retrieving a uniform resource locator associated with a 
computer storing said hyperlink; (column 4, line 59-column 5, 
line 20, specifically column 5, lines 9-11) 

identifying a file name ("document name") of said at least 
one data file stored on said host computer associated with said 



Application/Control Number: 10/035,359 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2143 

hyperlink; (column 4, line 59-column 5, line 20, specifically 
column 5, lines 3-11) and 

storing said uniform resource locator and said identified 
file name in a user database, (column 4, line 59-column 5, line 
20, specifically column 5, lines 14-15) 

Regarding claim 15, Fogg discloses the method of claim 8, 
wherein said notifying a party responsible for maintenance of 
said hyperlink of any changes in said at least one data file 
that affect the integrity of said hyperlink comprises e-mailing 
a notification to said party responsible for maintenance of said 
hyperlink, (column 4, lines 51-54; column 6, lines 14-41) 

Regarding claim 16, Fogg discloses a registration and 
notification system for preserving the integrity of hyperlinks, 
comprising: 

a host server; ("receiving site") 

at least one data file accessible to said host server; 
( "document ") 

at least one remote server; ("feeding site") 

at least one hyperlink stored on said at least one remote 
server, said at least one hyperlink associated with said at 
least one data file (column 4, line 29-31); and 

a user database stored on said host server for identifying 
said at least one hyperlink associated with said at least one 
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data file ("re-linker database"; column 5, line 59-column 6, 
line 20, specifically column 5, lines 3-9 and 11-13) 

Regarding claim 17, Fogg discloses the system of claim 16, 
wherein said host server comprises: 

at least one central processing unit ("CPU") ; at least one 
input device; at least one output device ("display") ; at least 
one communications port; at least one storage media for storing 
data ("disk drive"); (column 3, line 45-column 4, line 7) and 

a URL address associated with said host server, ("receiver 
URL") (column 5, line 59-column 6, line 20, specifically column 
5, lines 3-9 and 11-13) 

Regarding claim 18, Fogg discloses the system of claim 17, 
wherein said user database stored on said host server is stored 
on said at least one storage media, (column 4, lines 33-35) 

Regarding claim 19, Fogg discloses the system of claim 16, 
wherein said remote server comprises: 

at least one central processing unit ("CPU") ; at least one 
input device; at least one output device ("display") ; at least 
one communications port; at least one storage media for storing 
data ("disk drive"); (column 3, line 45-column 4, line 7) and 

a URL address associated with said host server, ("referrer 
URL") (column 4, line 67-column 5, line 11) 
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Regarding claim 20, Fogg discloses the system of claim 16, 
wherein said user database stored on said host server comprises 
data selected from the group consisting of uniform resource 
locators, email addresses, hyperlinks, and data file names, 
(column 5, line 59-column 6, line 20, specifically column 5, 
lines 14-15) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v, John Deere 

Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for 

establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and 
the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent 
art . 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the 
application indicating obviousness or nonobviousness . 
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Claim 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Fogg et al . 

Regarding claim 4, Fogg discloses the method of claim 2. 

Fogg does not expressly disclose further comprising saving 
said e-mail address identification in a user database, however, 
Fogg does disclose wherein the email address is saved in a user 
database on the first computer ("webmaster information file") 
and the second computer retrieves the email address (column 6, 
lines 19-30) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings 
of Fogg since Fogg suggests that a user database may contain 
other information (column 5, lines 15-20) . In view of these 
suggestions and teachings shown above in Fogg, one of ordinary 
skill would have been found it obvious to modify the reference 
so that an email address could be saved in a user database. 

Regarding claim 5, Fogg discloses the method of claim 2, 
further comprising: 

saving said data file identification in a user database 
accessible to said second computer ("re-linker database") . 
(column 5, line 59-column 6, line 20, specifically column 5, 
lines 14-15) . • 
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Fogg does not disclose saving said e-mail address 
identification in a user database accessible to said second 
computer and creating a relationship between said saved data 
file identification and said saved e-mail address identification 
for facilitating said notifying of said first computer of a 
change in said data file, however, Fogg does disclose wherein 
the email address is saved in a user database on the first 
computer ("webmaster information file") and the second computer 
retrieves the email address (column 6, lines 19-30) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings 
of Fogg since Fogg suggests that a user database saved on the 
second computer may contain other information useful for 
creating relationships between data (column 5, lines 15-20) . In 
view of these suggestions and teachings shown above in Fogg, one 
of ordinary skill would have been found it obvious to modify the 
reference so that an email address could be saved in a user 
database accessible to the second computer. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

The following prior teaches systems and methods of 
preserving hyperlinks similar to those claimed: 
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US Patent 6 578 078 to Smith et al; 

US Patent 6 601 066 to Davis-Hall et al; 

US Patent 6 772 139 to Smith, III. 

The following prior art generally teaches the state of the 
art in preserving hyperlinks and associated systems and methods: 
US Patent 5 571 956 to Kirsch; 
US Patent 5 978 842 to Noble et al; 
US Patent 5 995 099 to Horstmann; 
US Patent' 6 253 204 to Glass et al; 
US Patent 6 449 615 to Liu et al; 
US Patent 6 606 653 to Ackermann, Jr. et al; 
US Patent 6 785 864 to Te et al; 

US Patent Application Publication 2001/0044825 to Barritz. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to George C. 
Neurauter, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272-3918, The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9AM to 5:30PM Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David Wiley can be 
reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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